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From the Pastor’s Desk: 
 

“Open my lips and I will declare God”s praise.”    
      - Psalm 51:15 
 

 We have  much to praise God for, to be grateful 
for:  Children going off to school.  Their teachers and 
administrators and all the school staff.  For our 
families and church family.  For friends and 
community and all the good we can do together.  
 Though we all face challenges, God gives us the 
wisdom and ingenuity to overcome them.   We are 
grateful for all the hard work that now has the 
sanctuary ceiling repairs underway and hopefully to 
be completed ahead of schedule!   
 We continue to give thanks for our church, 300 
years strong and stepping into the future.  The 
pandemic caused cancellations and postponements to 
events.  Now we are able to cap off the anniversary 
with a colonial-style supper and program. 
 I hope you will come celebrate with fellow 
members and friends and special guests on Sunday, 
October 2nd at 1 p.m.   A postcard will be arriving to 
share more details soon.  Meanwhile we would like to 
have your help in any way you are able.  Tents and 
chairs will need to be set up on the Saturday before.  
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Breakdown will happen after the event.  The ham 
dinner will need to be set out, and if you are a baker 
or cook (or if you simply want to contribute to the 
cost) we need some desserts and breads.   
 I give thanks for all of you who pray and work 
and worship, continuing the positive presence of our 
church, now and for the future.  It is my hope we can 
begin rebuilding our relationships and faithful 
community that has served this town and beyond for 
centuries so we can be strong in the Spirit for 
centuries to come.   
 

Peace be With You, Sue 
   

How you can help with our Anniversary Celebration: 
-RSVP to the office to Attend! 

-set up chairs & tables Oct 1  -break down Oct 2 
-bake:  cornbread or brown bread 

Or desserts (recipes provided) 
-contribute to the cost of the meal 

-take part in the program (readers etc.) 
Contact Mobby Larson or Pastor Sue 
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THE SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND 

WOMEN’S TEAM INVITE YOU TO JOIN US   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding HOPE in the 

everyday living 

 
A day long retreat for Women of the 

Christian Faith 
 

Saturday September 10, 2022 

8:45 am – 4pm 

Edward’s House,  

Framingham, Massachusetts 

 

Come spend the day with women of faith and 

explore how hope  

can be found in the everyday ordinary  

moments of life. 

 

Register for the event using this link: 

 

https://forms.gle/5JPofuhNBb1ZBgXC6 

 
Cost is $35.00 per person (lunch included) 

 

Hosted by the SNE Women’s Connection 

https://forms.gle/5JPofuhNBb1ZBgXC6


4 

 

 Choir Notes  
 

CHOIR SEASON TO BEGIN - Come Join a Choir! 
  
Choir season is upon us again!  We have had some wonderful 

musicians offer music during summer worship and now it's time for 

our choirs to resume. Why not consider joining a choir and be a part 

of our vibrant music ministry. Our choirs sing and ring to God's 

glory.  All are invited to be part of the music ministry.  

 

Our choirs sing and ring a wide range of musical styles from 

baroque and classical to gospel and contemporary, all proclaiming 

the word of God, following the readings from the lectionary. Your 

time and talents are always welcome. 

  

If you are interested in joining one of the choirs, then we invite you 

to come and be a part of the music ministry and offer your gift of 

music to the glory of God. 

  

Senior Choir – Our Senior Choir is open to adults and high school 

students who sing in Youth Choir (grades 9-12), who enjoy singing. 

Sacred music of all styles is sung, with something for everyone. We 

rehearse weekly on THURSDAYS from 6:00-7:00 pm in the Choir 

Room and sing weekly during worship at church. We also sing at 

special services throughout the year. So come on down to the choir 

room beginning THURSDAY, September 15
th

 and check it out! 

PLEASE NOTE: Senior Choir rehearsals will now be on 

THURSDAY evenings at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Handbell Choir - Our Handbell Choir, The Village Ringers, is an 

adult ringing group who have a great time making beautiful 

handbell music. This choir rings monthly at worship and rehearses 

each Thursday from 7:15-8:30 PM in the Choir Room. (We gather, 

set up and socialize at 7:15 p.m. and begin ringing at 7:30 p.m.)  We 

will begin on Thursday, September 15
th

.  We also have had ringers 
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perform solo, duet and quartet ringing in our worship services. 

Substitute ringers are always needed. Ringing experience is 

required. We ring at an intermediate level and music reading is 

required. 

  

Youth Choir -  Our Youth Choir combines young people ages 7 

through high school age. This choir sings at various time throughout 

the year during worship and for special services. Rehearsals are each 

THURSDAY from 5:00-5:30 pm. in the Choir Room. We will begin 

on Thursday, September 22
nd

.  Registration forms will be available 

in September. 

We have had wonderful groups of singers in the past who have 

participated in many singing opportunities. God has truly blessed 

these young voices and we invite more young people to become part 

of this great choir. We have had many former choir members 

continue in the field of music after graduation and are proud of that 

fact. Choristers learn the basics of music reading, vocal production 

and sing a variety of musical styles all proclaiming God's word.  

  

Cherub Choir - Our little cherubs ages 3 thru age 6 / 7 make 

wonderful music, as a choir, 2 times per year singing at the Sunday 

morning before Christmas Eve service (December 18
th

 this year at 

the 10:00 a.m. service), as well as at the Easter Sunday service (April 

9
th

, 2023) This choir is directed by Mrs. Thaxton and meets just 3 

times before each singing event. Mrs. Thaxton and Mr. Noonan will 

practice with cherubs, and parents too, after church on the three 

Sundays before they sing. Just watch future issues of CHIMES or 

check the bulletin for information as the dates get closer. 

 

Please consider being part of the music ministry at church and join a 

choir. Membership is always open. Just contact Mike anytime 

throughout the year or stop by a rehearsal to listen. You are always 

welcome! 

  

“Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.” – Psalm 100:1 
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Mike Noonan Marks 35 Years of Service as Organist 
 

Our Director of Music, Michael Noonan, marked 35 years of 
service as Organist of our church on August 7th, 2022. 
Pastor Sue made a few remarks during the time of 
Thanksgivings during worship.  Mike's first service as 
organist was on August 9th, 1987.  Mike recalls his first 
service that summer Sunday in 1987.  "Everyone was so 
welcoming and that has never changed" he states. Mike also 
notes "The wonderful music program, as well as the beautiful 
pipe organ and a sanctuary with wonderful acoustics, was a 
big factor in accepting this job." 
 

Mike oversaw the organ renovation in 1992 of our organ by 
the Potter-Rathbun Organ Co. of Cranston, RI and built in 
1901 by the Estey Organ Co., of Brattleboro, VT.  "Steve 
Gadaree was a huge part of assisting with pipe removal, 
painting pipes and reassembling the organ. As our church 
embarks on the ceiling repair project, Steve is still committed 
to helping in any way he can and will be there as we remove 
the organ pipes and reassemble them when the project is 
complete", Mike says.  
 

Over the past 35 years, the choirs, under Mike's direction, 
have sung and rung in over 1,000 worship services as well 
as performing in festivals and regional programs. Some of 
our Youth Choir members have gone on to making music 
part of their careers. "I am proud of all of my former Youth 
Choir members and to see what fine adults they have 
become", Mike proudly states.  
 
Mike looks forward to many more years of making music 
here at church, praising God through the glory of music.  
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Alzheimer’s’ Association Walk – Plan Now 

Church-wide Event:  Each flower has 

significance; Here at our church we have several 

people represented by every color* 

Saturday, September 24, 2022 

Ocean Beach Park, New London, CT 

10 am Ceremony 

10:30 am Walk 

 

Receive a Tee Shirt – Raise $100 or more 

Getting a Promise Garden Flower 

Each registered participant will receive a Promise Garden 

flower. Please choose the color that best represents your 

connection to the disease. 

 Blue represents someone living with Alzheimer's 

or another dementia 

 Purple is for those who have lost a someone to the 

disease. 

 Yellow represents someone who is currently 

supporting or caring for a person living with 

Alzheimer's. 

 Orange is for those who support the cause and the 

Association's vision of a world without 

Alzheimer's and all other dementia. 

Register online or with Helen Evans 
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CWS CROP Walk (Virtual or in Person) 

MAEC is asking you to participate in this year's CROP 

walk.   Whether it is a virtual walk or an actual walk, we 

plan to collect pledges.  Our representative in North 

Stonington is Julie Evans; she can collect your pledges to 

CWS CROP. 

ALSO, please consider online giving; Julie will have the 

pertinent information. Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to everyone for the support and donations 

throughout the summer for CWS Blankets, Tools of 

Hope, and Strengthen the Church mission collections. 

Thanks also to all who donated or brought food items to 

support Hunger Awareness for PNC. 

Collecting CWS School Kit items will continue through 

September. The need for kits is ongoing as people face 
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disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes, and may 

other tough challenges near and far. The School Kits help 

make sure children have a chance to succeed in school 

during these tough circumstances. Some kits will be 

assembled and sent out soon and more kits will be used 

in the future. Please see the next page for a list of 

needed supplies. People can pick and choose what to 

get; however, our biggest need is notebooks, blunt 

scissors, pencil sharpeners, and pencils. Thank you to 

everyone for their participation. 

School Kit List for Church World Service 

 

       Please donate $2.00 for shipping 

3 Spiral Bound Notebooks of 70 pages  

1  30-centimeter ruler – 12” ruler 

1 Large eraser (Not pencil caps) 

6 New Unsharpened Pencils 

1 Handheld Pencil-Sharpener  

1 Pair of blunt scissors – rounded tip  

    1  Box of 24 Crayons 

Thank you in advance for your support!   
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Fall 2022   MONTHLY MISSION PROJECTS 
 

September   - Promote & participate in the Alzheimer’s  

    Walk and work on school kits 

October  - UCC Neighbors in Need collection.  

FALL  -  October 2 – November 28  

  -  Jammie Grammie PJ collection with First   

     Baptist Church. “Grammie will visit” 

November  - Provide for the PNC Thanksgiving Baskets  

                  & for the Family ANGEL DONOR   

    Program for PNC  

December     - UCC: The Christmas Fund 

    - Habitat for Humanity In January, 2023 
 

The Pollinator Pathway Project in North 

Stonington and Our Participation 
The town-wide effort to increase the availability 

of plants needed for pollinating insects and birds is 

currently focused along Main Street. New or enlarged 

planting in public areas have been made possible by a 

crowdfunding effort, donated plants and materials, and 

the work of garden club members and church 

volunteers.  This year’s drought has created a 

challenging environment, but please view the new bed 

along the parking lot.  

If you are planning to add more pollinator-friendly 

plants to your own property, this cooler weather is the 

perfect time to plant. For further information, contact 

Pat Turner: No.Sto.Pollinators@gmail.com 

mailto:No.Sto.Pollinators@gmail.com
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Green Congregation Challenge 

This is our step-by-step approach that will help our 

congregation take small, but consequential, steps 

towards protecting God’s Creation. The earth is at a 

tipping point, and we must seriously take steps to do 

our part. 

Our resource materials will come from our Southern 

New England Conference of the UCC, Environmental 

Ministries Team.  We do not have to invent the process 

as it is already outlined for us. 

We have already completed some steps, but we need to 

document each step as we go forward with the 

challenge. 

There are four levels: 

Level One – Getting Started with an easy plan. 

Level Two – Creating a specific plan that meets our 

own needs and strengths. 

Level Three – Building Momentum and inspiring our 

congregation to reach for bigger goals. 

Level Four – Expanding our understanding of the 

climate crisis and striving to have an impact on saving 

the globe. 

Each of the four levels has a variety of categories: 

Education, Organization, Connection and Advocacy. 

Any one of us can participate with the skills we each 

have – already.  Our Church Council may kick off the 

challenge this month.   More Information is available: 

www.sneucc.org/green-congregation-challenge 

http://www.sneucc.org/green-congregation-challenge
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
     
Women of vision … 

With heart, soul, mind and strength 

Hearts of Love 
Souls, Alive in the Spirit 

Minds with Vision 
Strength of Character 

 

2022 CALENDAR 

 
September 10

th
    Retreat in Framingham, Mass.  

 Saturday from 8:30 till 4 

 

September 14
th

    NOON Brown Bag Lunch 

 

November (early)   Christmas Bazaar  

 

Christmas Party & Pot Luck, December 7 NOON 

 

February 4th or 11th - Valentine luncheon  

 

April or May - spring Tea & Mini Bazaar  

 

May - We will participate in the seedling sale with Pies 

& Sandwiches & Baked goods  

 

June and October - Musical events put on by Women's 

Fellowship, cafe style  

 



13 

 

Our Handmade Pies are so good! 
 

Shop for your Church-made pies 
Congregational Church of North Stonington 

89 Main Street, North Stonington CT    
860-535-0379 

 

Apple, Blackberry, Blueberry, Cherry, Mixed 
Berry, Peach Crumb, Raspberry,  

Strawberry Rhubarb, Rhubarb, & Tollhouse   
$16 (or $8 for small pies) 

 
This fall we will continue to make and sell pies 

only at the Sunday, Mystic Farmer’s Market. Just 

come to the market and look for us; OR you can 
order ahead by calling the church and then come 

to pick up your pie(s) at the market. 

 

Denison Farmers Market    June-October; 

Sundays; noon-3 p.m. 

120 Pequotsepos Road, across from the 

Denison/Pequotsepos Nature Center Mystic, CT       

Phone: 860-536-8377  

 
Located on the scenic fields and meadows of the Denison 

Homestead, the Denison Farm Market sells local produce and 

baked goods from community farmers.  Market sells seasonal 

fruits, vegetables and local products ranging from honey and jams 

to herbal soaps. During your visit you can see the 1717 house 

museum or walk the nature trails.   

 

 

 

https://www.denisonhomestead.org/denison-farmers-market/
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Stewardship Corner  

 Fall Stewardship Program 
 

 

Planning our Budget for 2023 

Planning for excitement and renewed 

FAITH! 

Stewardship Generosity Program 

“From Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving” makes our 

connection between our experience of God and our 

generosity as disciples. 
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It’s about Giving! 

It’s about Faith, 

It’s about nurturing our spiritual life! 

And it’s for ALL. 

 

Calendar for Our Participation in Our Generosity 

Program 

Dates to plan for: 

October  16        Proposed Budget Meeting 

    

October  17 - 23          First class mailing with a  

    faith promise card 

November 6  Stewardship Sunday with 

promise cards received       

November  10 - 16      Follow up mailing 

December 4     Celebrate - All Pledge cards  

    received 

God made us to be Generous in Spirit – Giving out of our 

abundance! 
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Sanctuary Ceiling and Wall Repairs 
 

At a special Church meeting, held on Sunday August 21, 2022, 

there were 28 members in attendance. Three motions were 

presented. 
 

The first motion was to approve the expenditure of up to $ 

145,000 for the repairs to the church sanctuary ceiling and walls.  

The scope of work included: the installation of a gable vent at the 

back side of the sanctuary attic space, installation of temporary 

lighting and OSHA required safety measures for work in the attic 

space, the removal and disposal of the existing blown-in 

insulation in the attic,  cleaning of broken plaster debris above the 

ceiling, installation of a stabilization process in order to reinforce 

the structure of the existing plaster components and to replace 

any areas where the supporting plaster structure has failed, to 

repair the surface cracks in in the ceiling and walls, painting of the 

ceiling and the walls including a primer and a finish coat, re-

insulation of the attic space, and final clean up.  Included in the 

proposals is appropriate protection of the carpeting, pews, altar, 

pulpit, wainscoting, windows, organ, ceiling fans, and chandeliers. 

 The expenses were to come from donations already made 

($30,158) and $115,000 from the church’s invested funds.   

Planning will be put in place to return the funds within the next 

three years. The motion was approved unanimously.   

-The gable vent was installed on 8/24 and 8/25, by Yankee 

Remodeler of New London. 

-The insulating contractor (Anchor Insulation) is scheduled to have 

the existing insulation removal completed by 9/21. 

-The plaster restoration contractor (Valley Restoration) is 

scheduled to start the repairs to the ceiling 10/3. 
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The anticipated schedule for this work will be a six-week process. 

With an additional week to re-build and tune the organ, re-install 

the smoke detectors, and a final clean-up; the work in the 

Sanctuary would be completed by 11/18, if all goes as scheduled. 

We would then be able to occupy the space and begin holding 

worship services in the Sanctuary around the end of November. 

 

Building Issues 
 

The second motion was to approve the expenditure of up to 

$1,500 for the replacement of the sewage ejection pump, located 

in the basement janitor’s closet of Hewitt Hall, and the associated 

piping and electrical changes to make the pump functional.   

Funding is to come from the church’s building funds. 

The pump handles the wastewater from the kitchen, the boy’s 

and girl’s rooms downstairs, and the sinks in the janitor’s closets.  

The existing pump was installed in 1965, at the time of the 

building of Hewitt Hall.  Parts are no longer available to rebuild it.  

A replacement pump and associated piping and electrical changes 

are the best option. 

 

The third motion was to approve the expenditure of $2,215 for an 

updated appraisal of the church property, buildings, personal 

property, and fine arts. Funding is to come from the church’s 

building funds. This request is to update the church’s appraisal for 

insurance purposes.  The last appraisal was done in 2021! 

More than likely, our current insurance coverage may not fully 

cover replacement costs in the event of a disaster. 
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 What Matters in September: 

The World Food Crisis 

“Make this world a better place!”  We must do more. 

Certainly, you are aware to some extent how critical 

famine and starvation has become in many places 

around the world.  The Non-Governmental Agencies 

that have been struggling to meet needs have found it 

harder and harder to get the grain, sorghum, and 

special nutritional formulas to places where the most 

drastic needs are always being met. 

Complicated by war, conflicts and drought, the 

situation has become dire.  The basic non-

governmental agencies that move the food and 

fertilizers to where they need to go are … 

1. UN World Food Program 

2. World Vision   

3. Save the Children 

4. Mercy Corps 

And of course, Doctors W/O Borders treats the 

starving. 

These people are doing their best to meet what now 

seems to be impossible.  Governments are also 

beginning to give more assistance; The USA has 

recently made a new allotment. 

 

Whatever we can do to help will go a long 

way to saving lives.    If you have already 

given a loaf and a fish, Jesus wants you to 

give more … like 7 loaves and seven fishes. 
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T hanks a Heap! 
Thanks to… 

 
-Our summer musicians: Duane Hartley, Mobby Larson, Carl 

Chudy, Michelle Macina, Lauren Rockwell, Alice Robbins, and 

Teresa Eickel for pleasant inspiration each Sunday. 

-Mike Noonan, who has now served as our Organist for 35 years! 

-Our Pie People who work hard all summer making tasty pies that 

are enjoyed by our community and beyond. 

-The church youth and the high school students that came to help 

with pies and boxes. 

-Brian Hager, Paul Ames, and crew for working on the plumbing 

situation and for getting the septic problem corrected. 

-Pat Turner for keeping up with the gardens, and Paul Ames for 

lawn care. 

-Reverend Mobby Larson for covering when Pastor Sue was ill, 

and also to Steve Gadaree for leading worship. 

-All who have donated to the PNC for Summer Hunger Action. 

-All who have contributed by purchasing school supplies for the 

Church World Service School Kits. 

-All who donated clothes for Kentucky. 

-Brian Hager, who troubleshoots our office technology, puts up 

new hardware, and generally helps all around.  

-The women of Women’s Fellowship, who look ahead and plan for 

events that help connect us to one another and community.  

-Those who worked diligently to interview the contractors and 

more so that work to repair our sanctuary ceiling may begin. 

-All who offered prayers and sent cards when Pastor Sue was ill in 

July.   
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September Birthdays. . . 

 
1  Melissa Rockwell 

4  Austin Gray, Donna Pelish 

5  Sean Boldt, Charles Gray 

9  Anthony Remsbecker 

10  Emma Ames 

12  Ethan Rossier,  

14  Christopher McCord, Emma Stock 

16   Amber Coldwell, Debbie Janda 

18  Bryan Kimball 

19  Bryan Hall 

22  Julie Clow, Matthew Sander 

23  Cinda Spavins 

25  Irene Donald 

27  Rachael Beam 

28  Joy Lautzenheiser 

30  Kris Halleck 

 

        . . .and Anniversaries 
 

1  Ben and Michelle Young 

2  Steve and Kim Gadaree 

9  Brian and Denise Hager 

12  Art and Julie Armstrong 

19  Kevin and Susan Ames 

28  Charles and Linda Gray 

 
 
If we have missed your special day(s) or if there are corrections to 
be made, please notify the church office: (860) 535-0379. 
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Worship Watch  - September 2022    
Congregational Church of No. Stonington   
 

Worship at 10 a.m. Sundays, streaming online.   
Church School  at 10:15 - Zoom-accessible &  
in-person.   Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9 to 1.   
 

4th    - Communion Sunday     “Choosing Life”    
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 and Luke 14:25-33.   
God offers  a choice of blessing or curse, Jesus offers the chance 
to follow, or not. 
 

11th   - “A Changeable God”  
Exodus 32:1-14 and Luke 15:1-10   The exodus story of 
the Golden Calf is followed by the Parable of the Lost 
Sheep.  This odd pairing holds the image of a potentially 
vengeful God against one of a God who searches high and 
low for us.    
 

18th  -   “Never Talk About It”   Amos 8:4-7  and  
Luke 16:1-13.  Once again our readings seem to oppose 
each other as Amos sends God’s word to denounce those 
who get rich by scams where Luke shows a dishonest 
manager being complimented for his sneaky ways.  
Confusing . . .  
Senior Choir sings.    
 

25th  -   “Rich or Poor – Still Human” 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7and Luke 16:19-31.  Amos’ fire and 
brimstone are brought to life in the story of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus.  Finally some just desserts… 
Senior Choir sings.    

 

 

 

 


