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From the Pastor’s Desk: 
 

“How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not 

listen?  Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not 

save?”  - Habakkuk 1:2 
 

 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.”    - John 13:34-35 

 

 The scriptures above may touch the way you are feeling.  

On Tuesday, May 24th I was torn . . . emotions running from 

shock to anger to “let’s DO something!”   After yet another (and 

why do we have to say another?) – mass shooting, we want to 

act out against violence while our hearts break once more for 

the lost lives of children and adults who were doing the joyous 

work of learning and teaching.  How do we respond?   

 

 Each of us reacts differently: immobility from shock; 

heart-sore and crying out loud to God; and the righteous anger 

that comes from one of the last messages Jesus gave us:  “…love 

one another…”.  I would add to Jesus’ words that we love one 

another with a fierce love, a love that stands up and says, “I 

can’t take any more,” because this is not the only tragedy our 

country has faced.   
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 So again, how do we respond?   If you’re angry, shout 

and yell and wave your fist at God.  In grief, wail and cry.  

Express it for all the losses we have felt, including what we’ve 

endured under the specter of Covid.   And don’t give up.  

Though some people have given up on legislation around 

firearms, many more believe it is possible. 

   

 I wish I could envision a solution.  It will take more than 

one mind and one will to bring about change.  If you are in a 

place where you want to act, consider putting pen to paper or 

sending off an email to your legislators; joining a support 

group; reaching out to educators and parents and children in 

our church and our community to let them know they are 

cared about and prayed for.  And educate yourself.  You can 

learn more about mass shootings (2 or more shot) by going to 

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting.   

There have been over 200 in the last 6 months. 

  

 It’s important to live and act out of our faith beliefs.  

This means crying out to God…then acting from a place of love 

and from desire for justice.   Our Conference provides a listing 

of pending legislation and ways to contact legislators at:   

www.sneucc.org/gun-violence 

 

For now, rise each day to live the love and justice of Jesus, 

which surely now more than ever our communities need.    

   

Christ be with you, Sue 
 
 

 

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting
http://www.sneucc.org/gun-violence
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Reminder! 

The next Chimes edition will be a combined issue for July and 

August.  Please have items for both months submitted by the 

June 25th deadline. 

Thank you and enjoy your summer!! 

 

Graduations are happening now, and if you’re having a 

promotion milestone, graduating from high school or 

college, or receiving an advanced degree, we’d like to 

recognize you in the July/August Chimes. Just let us know 

the student’s name, the school, and the date of graduation/ 

degree received (if applicable).  You can contact the church 

office by phone (860-535-0379) or email 

(NoStoUCC@comcast.net). 
 

 

mailto:NoStoUCC@comcast.net
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Ladies! You’re all invited to: 

 
 Our Annual Women’s Fellowship 

Dine-Out 

  

 
 

Wednesday, June 8
th

: 

  

  Lunch at 12 noon 

Breakwater Restaurant, Stonington 

Village (Old Skippers Dock) 

 
A sign-up is sheet available in Hewitt 

Hall; carpooling is encouraged. 
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The Edwards House Meeting & Retreat Center 

One Badger Road, Framingham, MA 01702 

Women’s Retreat, September 9 – 10 

If interested, please reply to Irene Donald and Julie Evans – We 

will have details in July and plan a carpool. 

Edwards House is named in honor of Jonathan Edwards, a well 

noted orthodox Congregational preacher and writer who died in 

1758. 

The Framingham office of the Southern New England Conference 

of the United Church of Christ, the largest Protestant denomination 

in the state, is headquartered at the red barn, which is across the 

driveway from Edwards House.  Pilgrim Day Camp, a popular 

summer program in operation for more than 40 years, is also 

housed on the property, as is a transitional home for women 

operated by the South Middlesex Opportunity Council 

Buildings and Grounds; Meetings 

Edwards House features one large dining and meeting room with a 

capacity of 100, depending on configuration, and four smaller 

meeting rooms accommodating 10 to 30 people. 

Retreats and Overnight Lodging 

Seven spacious bedrooms provide sleeping space for up to 23 

people. The retreat area includes six full baths. Linens and towels 

are provided. Overnight guests have use of a large living room and 

a small lounge, as well as a refrigerator and microwave oven.  

phone: (508) 244-4429 | email: ostertagk@sneucc.org 

https://www.sneucc.org/
https://www.sneucc.org/
http://pilgrimdaycamp.org/
http://www.smoc.org/
mailto:ostertagk@sneucc.org
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June is Church World Service (CWS) Tool Month! 
 

Nearly 6 years ago, Hurricane Matthew devastated the 

Haitian community of Cassavon.  Livelihoods were taken 

away, homes lost, and the school flattened.  Children 

were left to learn in tents surrounded by debris until 

compassionate churches like our helped.  

  

Through CWS Tools donations, the school was rebuilt 

well enough to be prepared for future disasters…like the 

7.2 magnitude earthquake last August.  Because faithful 

supporters provided the tools needed to build a solid 

foundation, the school still stands strong.  Thank you 

for donating to CWS Tools during the month of June.  

 
 
 



7 

 

Stewardship Corner  

 
      

We need to continue on our journey – a 

journey about faith & spiritual renewal – it 

will need to include generosity. 

Our individual journeys need to continue with 

joy – even in these dark moments.  Our role is 

to be the givers and to reach out to others. 

It’s an important choice to adopt a pattern of 

putting others first. 

Try to be selfless in what you do and in what 

you say. 

Keep your journey going by celebrating Christ 

in your life – through praise and prayer.  

Through sharing and caring. 

Let’s celebrate that we can keep the spirit 

alive. 

Journey of Generosity! 
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June is Leave a Legacy Month 
 
What could be more powerful than giving after you have passed 

away?  You can plan to leave something to the church or to a 

favorite charity … think about it. 

 

It’s about planned giving - a plan to leave something, and it can 

include your family as well.  The power of planned gifts is that 

they grow over time, so, please think about our church and how 

you can remember our future.  Think about giving with a charitable 

trust or permanent memorial.   

 

Putting the Church in Your Will: You can remember your 

church by planning a basic will that provides for your heirs as well 

as your church. An additional charitable bequest can provide a way 

to have an impact on the future of your church and the church 

community. Your attorney can help you with the plan that is right 

for you. 

 
Another Way to Remember the Church: You can make 

charitable gifts right now from your Individual Retirement 

Account (IRA). If you are 70.5 years of age or older, a US law 

(Pension Protection Act of 2006) allows you to make tax-free gifts 

to the organization of your choosing from your IRA.  

 

How Much Is Right? Your giving plan needn’t be in the millions; 

you can set up a simple bequest. It’s a good thing! So, maybe it’s 

time to review your estate plan, draw up your will, or make a 

special gift now?  Thank you. 
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What Matters for June 

Women and Girls … 

Women must be treated equally and with 

respect. “R E S P E C T!” 

All girls need to be lifted up as equals, inspired to 

succeed in every area of learning and skill that they 

desire.  

So many people think that Title 9 did all that; not 

quite.   

And some people never heard of Title 9.   Women in 

sports are only now in 2022, receiving equal pay for 

basketball and soccer.  Finally! 

Not only do we need to encourage and support our 

girls, but we should also be teaching our sons to show 

concern and respect: their Moms, sisters, classmates, 

girlfriends, and wives. Why is it allowed for a bunch of 

raucous men and boys to make fun of girls and 

sexualize them in the locker room or at “Boy’s State 

“leadership” weekend. They need to start younger to 

learn to avoid that kind of thing. 

A few wise young women have risen above the fray: 

Greta Thunberg, now almost 20, and a climate activist 

from Sweden and Mayala Yousafzai, presently 25. 

Greta as an intelligent girl with a special autistic 

diagnosis and Mayala after being shot for going to 

school in Pakistan was able to recover, lift herself up 

and go to school and graduate from Oxford. She was 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. All of our girls can 

grow up to do great things if they have loving care, 
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support, and a desire for a good education.  Providing 

girls with all they need to succeed and a will to move 

forward in the world is now more important than ever. 

Because NOW, girls in Afghanistan are being required 

to wear a burka and their schools are closed to them. 

We need to stand up for them … There must be a way.  

We need to find the women who have already been 

there to care about this and hope that they form a 

United Nations subcommittee to change such a 

dreadful injustice. 

Interestingly enough, when our own young church 

youth-woman, Nell Robinson, finished college, she got 

a law degree and went to work for the U.S. State 

Department. Her job was in Afghanistan: she was 

helicoptering from village to village to visit and protect 

girls’ schools, rebuilding and bringing justice to 

women and girls there.   

Now, that has changed … 

Let’s Help Out! 

______________________________________________________ 
 

From the Recycling Department: Sparkling Frost bottled drink is 
not refundable at Stop and Shop; please dispose of your bottles 

elsewhere.  Thanks! 
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Summer Reminders for Generous Souls: 
 
Have a safe and exciting summer, but … 
Please don’t forget to keep your pledge payments 
and offerings current over the summer. We need to 
pay our bills throughout the year, even when 
everyone else takes a break. Your regular pledge 
payments and offerings will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Keep Informed about your Faith Family:  
Get on the web, read the weekly preview online and 
come to church often – we are in-person. Remember 
to call in your RSVP.    PHONE 860-535-0379   WEB 

nsucc.com 
Email address:  NoStoUCC@comcast.net 

 
Building Fund: 
Your donations to the Building Fund in any amount 
would be very helpful as we celebrate 300 years in 
2022, particularly due to the pressing need for roof 
repairs. 
You can always make contributions over and above 
your pledges to the church’s building fund. 
 
Contact Info: 
If you need to know the amount of your pledge 
payment or your member dues pledge, please call 
Gretchen Noonan, Financial Secretary. 
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June 5, 2022 is Pentecost Sunday, and we 

celebrate the birthday of the United Church of 

Christ (UCC), which began in 1957 – 

 65 years ago! 

We celebrate STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH, a special 

UCC offering throughout the month of June.   

Envelopes will be available at church. 

Gifts to the Strengthen the Church offering, traditionally 

received on Pentecost Sunday, support leadership 

development, new churches, youth ministry, and 

innovation in existing congregations.  

In the last 2 years, investments in technology allowed 

many UCC congregations to enhance their online 

worship services. 

Other funds enabled new and renewing churches to grow 

their communities, one in a gentrifying neighborhood, 

others on a college campus and a town square. 

COVID-19 grants empowered 50 churches to better serve 

their neighbors and their congregants gathering virtually 

during the pandemic. 

 

https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/strengthen-the-church/strengthen-the-church-give/
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Africa Day 2022 

Remarks by H.E. Mr. Abdulla Shahid, 

President of the 76th session of the 

United Nations General Assembly 

25 May 2022 

 

 

“I am delighted to join this Africa Day celebration. 

 On this day, in 1963, the Organization of African 

Unity – now known as the African Union – was 

established. As we commemorate this day, we reflect 

on the accomplishments of people across the African 

continent, and on the challenges they still endure. 

 This year’s theme, focused on the importance of 

addressing malnutrition and food insecurity, is 

important. Across the continent, Africa faces stark 

development challenges, including food insecurity and 

increasing malnutrition. 
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 These are amplified by global crises, including the 

COVID-19 pandemic and climate change. And they 

interconnect with ongoing difficulties caused by such 

issues as changing weather patterns, drought, poor 

sanitation, and crop-destroying insects – all of which 

have strong local consequences. 

 Reinforced action to strengthen resilience in nutrition 

and food security will help overcome the effects of 

many of these challenges. And it will lay a strong 

foundation to empower communities. 

 It is up to us to harness the political will to achieve 

these goals. 

Excellencies, Africa has so much potential. It has both 

the human and technical resources to secure a 

brighter future for all its inhabitants. 

 African women are an integral part of the solution, 

especially as glass ceilings are shattered and gender 

barriers are broken. They are poised to play a greater 

role in driving sustainable agricultural practices, in 

development, and in achieving the African Union’s 

vision of Agenda 2063. 
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 Similarly, African youth – who now number over 400 

million – have a crucial role to play in driving 

innovation and preparing for tomorrow’s challenges, 

while taking part in decision-making today. 

 Working together with all stakeholders, and with 

effective partnerships with UN Agencies, we can 

transform Africa into an economic powerhouse. We 

can help the continent achieve all the Sustainable 

Development Goals. And we can ensure that the needs 

of all its inhabitants are fully met. 

 On this Africa Day, let us rededicate ourselves to 

strengthening partnerships in pursuit of peace and 

sustainable progress for all of Africa.” 
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T hanks a Heap! 
Thanks to… 

-Our new Tech Team – MacKenzie Turrisi and Jamie 

Towle-Weicksle. 

-Everyone who helped with a workday project. 

-Everyone who gave to Strengthen the Church. 

-All who donated to Blankets for Church World Service. 

-The women who have been attending the monthly lunch 

days. 

-The volunteers for the May Tea – baking, food prep, 

shopping, clean up and serving. 

-Also, thanks to those who donated to the mini fest at the 

May Tea. 

-Faithful supporters who donate extra dollars via Go 

Fund Me & Givelife. 

-All who have been donating to the Sanctuary 

Restoration Fund. 

-The families who have donated trees and benches for the 

coming Memorial Garden: in memory of the Judges, 

Charlie Ames and Bib Owler. 

-Everyone who baked and helped with the Memorial Day 

Bake Sale. 

-Pat Turner and the Garden Club for the Pollination 

Project and “NO MOW MAY.” 

-The Deacons and all who participated in Memorial 

Sunday by visiting the graves of former ministers. 

-Steve Gadaree, along with family and friends, for 

marching in the North Stonington Memorial Day parade 

with the NSCC 300
th

 year banner. 
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June Birthdays… 
1  Ryan Boissevain 

2  Rosemary Kuemper, Melissa Thaxton 

3  TJ Thompson 

8  Linda Murphy 

10  Benjamin Dobley, Nancy Tuthill 

13  Lee Ireland 

15  Maya Bhat-Evans 

19  Susan Ames, Stella Thompson 

20  Morgan Husk, Julia Watrous, Benny Young 

21  Nadeane Mayhew, Madison Wagner 

22  Carrie-Jean Tuthill 

23  Brian Boldt 

27  Kevin Ames 

28  Lindsey Bliven 

29  Ben Cross 

30  Brad Ricci 

 

                             …and Anniversaries 

2  
Jim & Cinda Spavins,  
Dennis & Barbara Taylor  

4  Mike & Deb Husk 

5 
 

John & Tammy Newman,  
David & Susan Pianka 

12  Don & Melanie Ouellette 

13  Richard & Julie Evans 

15  Ron & Dana Cross 

18  
Joe & Missy (Thaxton) Carrigan,  
Ryan & Debra Coats 

20  George & Nadeane Mayhew 

22  
Bob & Elaine Boissevain,  
Michael & Gretchen Noonan 

26  Peter & Kathy (Kimball) Tredwell 

27  Ron & Alice Robbins 

 

 

 

 

If we have missed 
your special 
day(s) or if there 
are corrections to 
be made, please 
notify the church 
office at (860) 
535-0379. 
. 
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Happy Father’s Day! 

 
On July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored the nation’s 

first event explicitly in honor of fathers, a Sunday sermon in 

memory of the 362 men who had died in the previous December’s 

explosions at the Fairmont Coal Company mines in Monongah, but 

it was a one-time commemoration and not an annual holiday.  

 

The next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman named Sonora 

Smart Dodd, one of six children raised by a widower, tried to 

establish an official equivalent to Mother’s Day for male parents. 

She went to local churches, the YMCA, shopkeepers, and 

government officials to drum up support for her idea, and she was 

successful: Washington State celebrated the nation’s first statewide 

Father’s Day on June 19, 1910. 

 
Slowly, the holiday spread. In 1916, President Wilson honored the 

day by using telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in Spokane when he 

pressed a button in Washington, D.C. In 1924, President Calvin 

Coolidge urged state governments to observe Father’s Day.  

 
When World War II began, advertisers began to argue that 

celebrating Father’s Day was a way to honor American troops and 

support the war effort. By the end of the war, Father’s Day may 

not have been a federal holiday, but it was a national institution. 

 
In 1972, in the middle of a hard-fought presidential re-election 

campaign, Richard Nixon signed a proclamation making Father’s 

Day a federal holiday at last. Today, economists estimate that 

Americans spend more than $1 billion each year on Father’s Day 

gifts. (Source: history.com) 
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Worship Watch  - June 2022 
Congregational Church of No. Stonington   
 

Worship at 10 a.m. Sundays, streaming online.   
Church School  at 10:15 - Zoom-accessible &  
in-person.   Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9 to 1.   
 
Pentecost, Confirmation, and a dip into some of issues we don’t 
usually talk about, poverty and freedom.   
 

5th    - Pentecost Sunday with Communion and Baptism.   
“In the Spirit.”   Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21, and  
1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13.   
Senior Choir sings.  Baptism of Lily Allard 
 

12th   - Confirmation Sunday.   
Matthew 28:16-20 and 1 Timothy 6:11-15   Our texts give 
instructions to help us on our journey of faith and life.     
Youth Choir sings.    
 

19th  -   “Let My People Go”   Exodus 12:31-50,   and 
various Pauline quotes in the New Testament.   
The Hebrews sought freedom from slavery – and they are not 
the only ones.  Exploring the biblical basis of slavery and 
freedom.   
 

26th  -   “Blessed are the Poor?” 
Deuteronomy 15:1-11 and James 1:19-27.  We’ve heard the 
word “poverty” but what does living in poverty really mean?  
How is poverty really measured?  “…there need be no poor 
among you…” 
 

June Mission Focus:  CWS Tools for rebuilding. 
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As an Open and Affirming church:   We respect the worth and 
dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of 
race, age, marital standing, gender, economic status, mental or physical 
challenges, nationality or sexual identity.  We promise to support one 
another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences 
in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


