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From the Pastor’s Desk: 
 

“Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. 
Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. 

I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. 
Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 
    -Matthew 11:29-30 (The Message) 
 
 Letting Go During Lent has been our focus in 
weekly study group.  This theme has been particularly 
helpful as all of us recognize the increase in anxiety 
and stress – not only in our own lives but in the world.  
As Easter approaches with the promise of 
resurrection and new life, we wonder if we will ever 
feel renewed or full of the liveliness that the spring 
season foretells.  
 It’s helpful to recognize how tightly we hold 
onto things that cause tension, or pain, or fear, 
or…you name it.  Our spiritual, emotional and physical 
well-being is at stake unless we can let go.  Sometimes 
it means asking forgiveness.  Many times it means 
forgiving our own selves.  There is a practice the 
study group found to be very illuminating:  tightly 
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clench your fists for 10-15 seconds and feel the 
tension.  Slowly letting go, your arms, shoulders and 
even your breathing ease up.  Just let go.   
 Jesus is the one to whom we can let go.  He 
invites us continually to walk with him, to work with 
him.  He doesn’t ask any more of us than we can give, 
or bear.  And, since the image of the yoke/burden is so 
common I like The Message’s version, with Jesus 
telling us to “Keep company with me and you’ll learn 
to live freely and lightly.”   
 Releasing our hands from fists to open palms 
not only releases tension but opens us to be more 
receptive to God’s grace.  One cannot be open to 
others, or to God, with a clenched fist.   
In these next days and weeks, consider what might 
need to be let go of and what you might need to be 
open to.  Be gentle with yourself and with one 
another.  That is grace.  And remember Jesus always 
walks beside us and abides with us.  No matter what.   
   
Blessings,  Sue 
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Stewardship Corner  
  

Earth Day is Every Day …. Really 
EVERY DAY. 

 
This is a call to take action now …. More than 
we have ever done before.   
WHY?    
We are at that dreaded tipping point we have been 
hearing would come: 

• The ice caps are melting more rapidly. Just 
this March this year, scientists recorded the 
hottest temperatures in the Polar Regions. 

• Sea level has risen in some coastal 
communities and has overtaken some small 
islands.  

• Oceans have been affected by heat and 
toxins and have bleached the coral reefs.  

• The western fires are more numerous and 
wilder. 

• Storms are radically stronger, more frequent, 
and more devastating. 

• The areas of drought are spreading and 
temperatures are increasing as a pattern.  
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• And we do need to restrict use of fossil fuels 
which effect all of us humans, animals, 
forests and the air we breathe. 

So, yes, it sounds dramatic – it IS! 
 
Furthermore, Climate Change is not just a 
position you believe in or not. It is a proven 
science that is playing out. No time to argue those 
facts anymore.   So, every April when we have 
paused to show appreciation for God’s gift of 
creation in the past, we now must do more than 
ever, setting new patterns of recycling and reusing 
and of taking responsibility for God’s Earth. 
As Earth stewards we should find new ways to 
make greater strides in doing our part.  We are 
still blessed to have this big, blue planet – for 
now. 
Also, this fall we will have an opportunity to 
begin a green challenge for our church.  Hopefully 
we will all work together. 

For More “Good Stuff” -  Join 
EARTHDAY.ORG & over 1 billion 

participants around the world taking action on 
Friday, April 22nd. 

     Our 2022 theme: Invest In Our Planet.  
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Together, we must Invest In Our Planet.  
Because a green future is a prosperous future. 

We need to act (boldly), innovate (broadly), 
and implement (equitably).      It’s going to take 
all of us.  

All in. Businesses, governments, and citizens — 
everyone accounted for, and everyone 
accountable.  

And while there is still time to solve the climate 
crisis, time to choose BOTH a prosperous and 
sustainable future, and time to restore nature and 
build a healthy planet for our children and their 
children, time is short. 

This is a partnership for the planet. 
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What Matters for April 
APRIL is for Affordable Housing 

Have you really thought about this? 

It’s time we all support the cause. 

Did you know that every town is required to 
have provisions for affordable housing?  And 
what does that mean? 

It is not about “the projects,” nor about a 400 
unit development in a cranberry bog.  It means 
we should have affordable homes for young 
adults and retired couples as well. We need to 
support development of a plan to rehab former 
residents or build practical duplexes.   It also, 
means that as young adults purchase or rent 
affordable homes, our town will support 
financial education programs for young owners 
and renters. 

Now that there is a huge homelessness 
population, this plan is even more important.  
People need rent relief programs, supportive 
neighborhoods with services like 
transportation, groceries and parks; they 
should also have job opportunities. 
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NO FOOD  – Communities with no fresh, 
seasonal foods to obtain. 
NO INABILITY TO ACCESS RESOURCES – 
Unfair housing concerns like red-lining. 
NO ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE – 
Communities left with impure water, Sewage 
Treatment Facilities built next to housing 
developments, factories with toxic materials, 
OR New Highways built in such a way as to 
separate communities from town centers. 
Here in North Stonington we have a non-profit 
committee and their group name is: 

    Keeping North Stonington Affordable, Inc. 

Phone:   860-535-2426 

          & they are sponsoring a GALA on April 8th 

 
______________________________________________________ 

 
April Mission Focus:  Mystic Area Care & Share 

This fund assists local folks with food and gas cards.  
Our church, along with other congregations, 

contribute to this centralized fund so people do not 
have to knock on the church door or travel all around 

in order to receive help.  It is distributed through 
Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center and Groton Social 

Services.  Thank you for your generosity. 
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Celebrate with Habitat for Humanity of 
Eastern CT as we dedicate our 99th and 100th 

houses! May 1st, 2 p.m., Sylvester St., 
Norwich. 

Thanks to North Stonington Congregational for 
your contributions in February 2022. Why not 
give a hand as well? 

Construction – You can do it … Wear your 
favorite tool belt or use one of ours and join us 
on a construction site near you. We are currently 
building in both New London and Windham 
counties and can use help on all stages of the 
building process.  From foundations to roofing, 
from windows to flooring and everything in 
between. We will train you if you are new to a 
construction site, and we encourage you to offer 
skilled support if you are experienced in a trade. 
Helping with the construction process means 
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helping a Habitat homeowner get one step closer 
to living in their own safe, stable and affordable 
home. Be a part of this mission and hammer some 
nails with us this week. 

ReStore - Our ReStore locations are a place to 
put your talents to work.  There are many ways 
to volunteer at Habitat ReStore.  From customer 
service to furniture repair, Habitat ReStores 
offer many retail volunteer opportunities. By 
giving your time, you help ReStore do more to 
support building projects that benefit families in 
our communities.  Volunteers provide support to 
Habitat ReStores in a wide variety of ways. 
ReStores strive to keep operating costs as low as 
possible to maximize funding that goes directly 
to benefit the mission. Volunteers are one of the 
ways that we ensure the ReStore experience is 
meaningful to donors and shoppers alike.   

A Real Job – Habitat is also hiring – A 
Construction Manager is needed for New London 
& Windham Counties: full-time position. To apply, 
download and send completed application and 
resume to finance@habitatect.org 

mailto:finance@habitatect.org
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The NORTH STONINGTON 
POLLINATOR PATHWAY PROJECT 
was spearheaded by the Garden 
Club, but it is a community project 
and is part of Sustainable North 
Stonington, a Town government 

committee. A Pollinator Pathway* follows Main Street 
and will include establishing plantings at the front of our 
church property along the stone wall and more.   
Will you donate to help fund plantings at the church and 
a Children’s Garden at the library? A MATCHING GRANT 
is available from Sustainable CT through April 30.  
Consider donating by mail to North Stonington 
Pollinator Pathways, 40 Main Street, North Stonington, 
CT 06359, or go online to donate or for more 
information: patronicity.com.nostopollinators 
You may contact Pat Turner at 
no.sto.polloinators@gmail.com  
 
*A pollinator pathway is a contiguous corridor free of pesticides 
where bees, butterflies, birds and more can find food and habitat 
all seasons.  Private property owners along the pathway are 
encouraged to create and maintain their own pollinator-friendly 
spaces. 
 

 

mailto:no.sto.polloinators@gmail.com
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Women’s Fellowship 
    

BROWN BAG LUNCH 
& Business Meeting 

 
Wednesday,    April   13 

NOON      Hewitt Hall 
 

All ladies are welcome to attend and 
participate 

 
Please use all the protocols for  

COVID-19 
Your mask is optional 

 
Can you PLEASE reply to say if you 

will attend? 
                   

       Please Join Us !      
 
Thanks, Julie and Irene 
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SNE – Women’s Connection 
Formerly: CT Women of the UCC 
SPRING GATHERING: APRIL  30th 

Farmington CT at  First Church of Christ 
Congregational, 1652 

Register at 8:45 am  - We usually Car Pool 

PROGRAM: Is there room at the INN?  

               It’s About Faith Promise 

Fee of $25 due by April 18th (includes lunch 
& program materials). 

Day includes Displays, booths, worship, 
speakers, Group activities and the 
Recognitions for 2022; meeting is 
adjourned by 2:45 pm. 

Fliers & Registration forms are posted at 
church. 
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An Evening of Hope 
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Please join us for our annual gala,  
an Evening of Hope 

  
We are excited to finally celebrate in person with 
a delicious banquet, dancing, and presentations 
prepared by some of HELO's children.  We will 
celebrate and share hope -- our hope for Haiti, 

our hope for HELO, and the hopes of our 
children. 

 
Funds raised will allow HELO to continue its 

valuable programs in Haiti and help with 
rebuilding post 2021 earthquake. 

 
We would love to see you in person and 

celebrate Spring and the hope, renewal, and the 
possibilities it represents. 

 May 7, 2022 
6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

Crystal Ballroom, Middletown, CT 
 

$75 per person 
Purchase Ticket 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZsS8YDRe01Kw7-2Bj8Ytv2GkB32H5MuzuiEeLMK4VaAObqcPJKTRXO0kCNGHhLuuDcg5bJ1Yd9klfvPPuEUdyKg-2BSu2RYf6JUA7fi-2BVEqvQDDqkHUxR2VQwntowr1deSKfhK0zmDbNSAIV994CGIjm4og-3D5TqO_R5gelSPfulpPdrRXHnhJ7cUcuQKdu6e2lV2tu7TkGKXYsppoLqly0iWsayf0-2FoFxV8Kt9LMY3bE-2BItxJhR-2Bln6cJ12caPE3jlDkdgsIQY0woavc8Cwo7j-2FMEcTKHohV6tv1IPIfDXG7tBFdtsPY0xnYE5Ao2twVy7W5BdB8u7w0p8LqILGEAvwMGUD5CFhR1eBoShP4XicLW3N3q8UX9CfSE0wLAUR4VmSTW10vXsIgm6jrmSTJchSWxMdYe5DOO3AbTiVTy-2BSZQ5-2FJ8xlfVfVq7FsdeJ5EYpxt7-2BPPO1SV3CCYzrVTD8HwXH5OAVjt5NhZwKoXvuxeDjYy0NWfPF6aqcq3ENSZD7ZqJZ5MlhDg-3D__;!!H9nueQsQ!t96aYPyMSLxohlgs1OHUUo2xq1bOdWToztDG7Kch3Rb1YZxWMGcLChioZUdyIO_ntfWJ$
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From HELO Haiti on March 30th 
“We are safe!” 

 
Elisabeth Kennedy reassures us that they are 
all safe after the recent violence in les Cayes.  
The loss of life and the burning of an Agape 
airplane is devastating.  Agape is a missionary 
flight service that delivers mail and packages 
to its affiliates throughout Haiti.   
The airport remains closed, and they all wait to 
see if the violence will continue in coming 
days.  Please be assured that Elisabeth will do 
everything in her power to stay safe, and the 
children are safe in Laborde.  Our school is 
temporarily closed to ensure the safety of 
teachers who travel from les Cayes.   
 
Elisabeth has been talking to the children 
every day, trying to teach them that violence is 
never the solution.  The focus is on the love 
surrounding us, and not on the violence that 
has reached les Cayes.  They are trying to 
teach that there is a better way:   
 
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only 
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: 
only love can do that." ― Martin Luther King 
 
We all need to pray for this country, and for 
the Agape flight crew who are safe, but 
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stranded in les Cayes.  Pray that Agape will 
resume flights to Haiti someday as do so many 
other missionaries, to get mail and deliveries 
from family and friends.  
 
Prayers and hope may be sent to Elisabeth at 
her New England office/residence:                  
HELO, Inc.        P.O. Box 290407         
Wethersfield, CT  06129 
     
OR      Elisabeth Kennedy  

1599 South Street #3 
Coventry, CT  06238 
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May 21, 2022: Tea and 
Luncheon 

 
Hewitt Hall 

North Stonington  
Congregational Church 

 
Serving Noon till 2:00 pm 

Meal to include:    
Quiche – with ham and broccoli or vegetarian 

 Salad Greens with Raspberry Vinaigrette 
Dressing 

Roll, Teas,  Delicious Tray of Desserts 
 

Donation:    $15         Sr.  $10     Child $8  
 

Complimentary tickets can be purchased for 
friends, and quiches can be pre-ordered 
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Quiche for SALE: Weekend of the TEA 

$16 for a pie 
Order Forms will be available here; you can 
pre-order & pick up orders on May 21st  or 

22nd at the church. 

Congregational Church of North Stonington, 
89 Main Street, No. Stonington CT 06359 

Mail Orders:   P.O. Box 66 

Email: NoStoUCC@comcast.net 

Ham and Broccoli  

OR 

Vegetarian with Asparagus 

Checks payable to CCNS 

 
Craft Fest & Sale: May 21st 

 
Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring a craft 
fest at the Tea; we need help on Thursday 

and Friday of that week to set up! 
 

Please bring in your craft and gift 
items … 

Please begin making your spring 
crafts and sewing items NOW! 
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T hanks a Heap! 
Thanks to… 
 
-All who have contributed to the PNC Fuel fund and for 
One Great Hour of Sharing. 
-Will Stevens and MacKenzie Turrisi for leading the 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Games on March 20th. 
-Our choirs for singing and ringing again. 
-Rev. Mobby Larson for filling the pulpit on March 13th 

and 27th. 
-Denise Hager for her assistance with Brian’s work when 
he had eye surgery. 
-All who have contributed to the Ukraine Crisis with 
monetary donations or goods and supplies. 
-The Deacons and Pastor Sue for the Ash Wednesday 
service and for all of their planning for Holy Week and 
Easter. 
-Everyone who has donated and plans to donate to the 
Sanctuary Ceiling Repairs thru Go Fund Me or Givelify 
or by way of a check to our church’s Building Fund. 
-Mary Bliven and Sharon Roode for their cleaning work 
in the kitchen. 
-Jamie Towle Weicksel for her work with technology and 
Christian Education. 
-Everyone working hard for our church. 
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April Birthdays… 

2  
 
Lauren Rockwell 

4  
Patricia Munzer, Christine Wagner, Rob 
Zadroga 

6  Jennifer Hess 
7  Jordan Ames, David Main 
9  Megan Byassee, Michael Cipriani 

10  Diane Nelson, Will Stevens 
14  Abby (Murphy) Devolve 
15  Elizabeth Lewis 

18  
Missy Thaxton, Russell Tuthill,  
Mary Wassung 

19  Dick Slimak, Barbara Taylor 
21  Seya Bishop 
22  Betsy Alvarez, Dave Larson 

25  
Hilding Carson, Charlotte Melia,  
Alyssa Nilson 

27  Helen Evans 
29  Ken Stevens 
30  Jessica Gray 

                               
                             …and Anniversaries 

 

4  
Peter and Jill Davis, Rob and 
Robin (Shabunia) Zadroga 

8  George and Pat Danley 
17  Mike and Linda Cipriani 
22  Craig and Patricia Munzer 
26  Russell and Nancy Tuthill 

 
 
If we have missed your special day(s) or if there are corrections to 
be made, please notify the Church Office at (860) 535-0379. 
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