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From the Pastor’s Desk: 
“... when Jesus had been baptized . . . suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”      -Matthew 3:6-7 
 Do you remember your baptism?  I’m sure Jesus NEVER forgot 
his.  It probably kept him going throughout all the rejections and 
betrayals, even to the end.   
 Our tradition doesn’t usually baptize the way John baptized 
Jesus.  But imagine thinking you are just taking a quick dip in the 
water when you are swamped by more than a wave.  We are told 
the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus.  He felt it.  A voice called him 
Beloved.  He heard it.  The heavens opened to him.  He knew it.   
 The Congregational Church observes two sacraments:  Baptism 
and Communion or Lord’s Supper.  A sacrament is an outward 
representation and action done in the belief that something deeper, 
a holy mystery, occurs within.  In breaking of bread and pouring the 
cup our faith tells us that Jesus is present to us in the sharing of 
these.  How?   – it is a Mystery.   
 How does one explain an experience that is unique to you?  That 
is why we worship.  That is why we welcome people in.  So we can 
share our stories and find common ground to build the church on.   
 This year may we resolve to welcome in others, share our 
stories, listen to theirs, and walk together on this journey of ever-
growing faith.   Come – worship with us, walk with us, and celebrate 
life the New Year with us 

 In God's peace, Sue 
_________________________________________________________ 
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CALL FOR ANNUAL MEETING 
OF  

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 

NORTH STONINGTON 
 

Notice is hereby given to the members of the North 

Stonington Congregational Church of the annual meeting 

to be held on Sunday, January 22
nd

, 2023 following 

church services. It will be a hybrid meeting (in-person and 

via Zoom). 

 

The purpose of the meeting will be to: 

 

1. Act upon the reports of officers and committees of 

the church; 

2. Hear and act upon the report of the budget 

committee; 

3. Hear and act upon the report of the nominating 

committee; 

4. Transact any other business proper to come before 

said meeting. 
______________________________________________ 

From your Chimes Editor:  Thank you all for your 

contributions to and help with the Chimes in 2022.  Here’s 

looking forward to another year of putting together the 

Chimes!  Best wishes, Sherri Boldt  
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Stewardship Corner 
 

 

Our Stewardship Corner is usually never “just 

a corner,” and so we are renaming it every 

month to the same name as the current year’s 

program:   

“From Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving.” 

 

Teaching monthly (or weekly) about generosity is said to 

be the single best predictor of generous giving for a local 

church and their congregation.  Our stewardship team 

has been doing a monthly column for well over 30 years.  

We do this to keep our folks thinking of how to be 

spiritual as they choose to give, how to make prayerful 

decisions and to try to develop faith practices for their 

own growth and that of the congregation as well.  

What is the place of stewardship in the daily life of a 

person of faith? People are invited to participate in the 

work of their church, and to be engaged in such a way 

as to increase its impact and effectiveness.  People need 

to know that our mission and ministry matter, and then 

they need to be offered a meaningful way to contribute, 
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to respond to campaigns or even take a role on the team.  

And by the way, our generosity team needs volunteers. 

So, in a faith-based approach to giving, each member 

and friend of the church has the opportunity to be well 

informed.  Then they each can prayerfully choose to give 

in the best way he/she can  …  managing pledges, 

donations special fund drives and more.   

 From Bread & Cup to Faith & Giving! 

      Report on the Stewardship Program 

12-22-22 

General Fund Pledges   $ 86,876      36 units 

Building Fund Pledges          13 units 

Cemetery Fund    240    1  unit 

God made us to be Generous in Spirit – Giving out of our 

abundance! 

Won’t you please call write or email your Promise Card? 

Congregational Church of North Stonington, UCC 

P.O. Box 66, North Stonington CT 06359 

Thank you, Coordinator Julie Evans, 860-889-1636 

daisy01@99main.com or 

evansjulia889@gmail.com 

________________________________________ 

mailto:daisy01@99main.com
mailto:evansjulia889@gmail.com
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 and YOU 

We will recognize our commitment to Habitat for Humanity on 

Sunday, January 15th. Just a reminder, Habitat for Humanity 

of Eastern Connecticut, the local affiliate of Habitat for 

Humanity International, partners with local families who agree 

to invest “sweat equity” into helping to build their future home. 

Habitat homeowners work alongside volunteers and 

professional construction staff to build homes in Eastern 

Connecticut. The family is then able to obtain an affordable 

mortgage to purchase the home.  

  
You can help: 

-Volunteer for a work site 

-Work at the ReStore 

-Join a committee 

-Shop at the ReStore 

-Donate land 

-Recommend Habitat for Humanity of Eastern Connecticut to a 

potential homeowner 

-Advocate for affordable housing 

-Apply to become a Habitat homeowner 
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What Matters for January 

It matters that we have seen the light and 

we have come to believe in a spirit of gratitude, a 

love for our fellow brothers and sisters, and it 

also matters that we are of one mind: to just be 

kind and caring. 

What about YOU?   Have YOU seen the 

light?  

Was it when the candles were glowing, when the 

carols were sung, when a small child made a 

difference in the world.  There are many 

opportunities in our lives to be in unity with one 

another and to see a “Light” Shine out over us. 

 A moment of awe in the written word. 

 The newness of the restored sanctuary,  

 And visiting old friends who have returned. 

 The special music of bells and cherubs,  

Of our youth growing up and sharing in 

worship.  

The families bringing light to Advent 

candles, 

Even the snow-covered stairs rising up to 

our church. 
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That’s about us here on Main Street ….  

But where is the light in the world?  It matters 

that we see the light as we serve others locally 

and globally. 

“The welfare of each one is bound up in the 

welfare of all.”—Helen Keller      

As Jesus told his disciples, ‘Truly, I say to you, 

as you did it for one of the least of these my 

brothers, you did it for me.” –Matthew 25:40) 

And, in 1st Peter 3:8: 

A Prayer for us:   to have unity of spirit, 

sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, 

and a humble mind.     AMEN 
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Women’s Fellowship 

WF Annual Meeting  … Please join Us! 

Hewitt Hall, Wednesday, January 18th 

At NOON - Save the Date! 

                               

Our Annual Business Meeting: 

-We will plan the 2023 calendar of meetings 

-We will evaluate the Artisan Market & 

review the final report on the proceeds. 

Your comments and ideas are most welcome. 

The agenda also includes a financial report for 2022, 

a vote for our 2023 Budget and Officers, 

& selection of our recognized women. 

 



9  

Missions for January  

JOY! JOY! JOY!   The Christmas Fund will 

continue into the New Year!  Thanks to all who 

have already made a contribution. 

 

World Vision Child Sponsorship for our 2023 

Mission Child. 

Please commit to a month sponsorship of 

$30.00:  If you participated last year let us know 

you will repeat your sponsorship again this year. 

If you want to be a new sponsor … we need 

people to take part with a donation of $10 - 

$100 for a specific life event in the life of our 

child: Birthday, School, Holiday, Warmth, 

Water, etc. … 

Please make checks payable to CCNS at the 

beginning of the month and put World Vision 

Mission Child on the Memo Line. 

Church World Service Hygiene Kits 

We will be posting the collection lists and 

collecting sorely needed collections for those in 

need … As each disaster happens the shelves go 

bare and need to be replenished for the next dire 

need. 
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Ukraine Emergency Appeal 

Checks can be written to CCNS and we will send them to 

UCC. The Ukraine Emergency Appeal issued in March by 

the United Church of Christ has raised more than $2.9 

million for long-term relief. Wider Church Ministries 

Global H.O.P.E. has already sent several grants to the 

region to support humanitarian response, particularly in 

collaboration with the ecumenical, faith-based community.  

 

SARA, Sharing America’s Resources Abroad has been 

doing work in Ukraine for over 35 years. As a ministry of a 

UCC Conference and other groups have raised over 

$110,000 for partners in Transcarpathia and 

Hungary. Since the outbreak of war, SARA has focused 

support on its connections with organizations that house 

children, offer humanitarian aid to refugees and send 

supplies into war-torn areas.  Jean Szilagyi, SARA co-

founder and president, said that the organization is working 

with two children’s homes that SARA has helped build or 

support, contributing money for food and heat as they 

provide care for refugees who flocked to their compounds.  

https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal
https://www.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal/
https://sara-mission.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fZS8my-mRJoyBVnXVsT5n8eu_frUk2CN/view


11  

NEW Director at Silver Lake 

The Rev. David Camphouse, a Methodist pastor 

with 30 years of camp leadership experience, 

has been hired as the new Director of Outdoor 

Ministries of the Silver Like Camp & Retreat 

Center. He will begin January 1st. 

 

Silver Lake is in incredibly capable hands with 

Rev. David Camphouse, who brings a loving 

spirit of non-anxious presence, clear 

commitment to camping professionalism and 

desire to be part of our community. 

In a message to the Silver Lake community, Rev. 

Camphouse writes: “My dream job since I was 6 

was to be able to live and work on camp year-

round. Silver Lake Camp and Retreat Center is 

that dream come to life. Those words hold 

true.  I am especially looking forward to the 

work of camp expressed through Silver Lake 

where we are living into a country, world and 

society in which all persons, regardless of race, 

gender, sexual orientation, ability, and other 

matters of identity are no longer causes for 

division but are celebrated for the richness of 

experience each person brings to community." 
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“I come with some communities of my own, most 

especially my family. My wife, Anna, our kids 

Sophia, our twins Paul and John, and our 

German Shepherd Tessa will be living with me 

at the camp. I hope that they too will be 

welcomed with the love and compassion the 

Southern New England Conference of the United 

Church of Christ, Silver Lake Camp and Retreat 

Center, and the many staff and supporters of 

these communities.” 

 

“My story is only one expression of the power of 

the camp experience. I look forward to sharing 

together what camp is and can be for many 

years to come. 
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T hanks a Heap! 
Thanks to… 
 
-Mike, Gretchen, Amy, Phil, Joe, and Brian for setting up the 
Chrismon Tree and getting the sanctuary set for Advent and 
Christmas.  
-Our Youth and Cherub Choirs for the wonderful music at our 
Live Nativity on Dec. 14.  
-Alice Robbins for the beautiful solo at the 5 pm Christmas Eve 
Service.  
-Our Senior Choir, Handbell Choir, and Mike, our Director of 
Music, for the wonderful music at the 9 pm service on Christmas 
Eve. 
-Renee Celey for the beautiful solos at the 9 pm Christmas Eve 
service. 
-12th grade flautist, Michelle Macina, for her beautiful music at the 
9 pm Christmas Eve service.  
-The Youth and Cherub Choirs for their wonderful anthems at 
worship on December 18th and to the Youth Choir for their 
beautiful anthem at the 5 pm service on December 24th. 
-Lauren Rockwell for her beautiful solo at the Christmas Day 
worship service. 
-All who attended our special day on November 20: Returning to 
the sanctuary, Pastor Sue’s Ordination Anniversary, and the 300th 
celebration luncheon. 
-The volunteers who helped with the advent preparations and the 
Crismon Tree.  Also, the crew who did the winter work and David 
McCord for plowing. 
-Everyone who has been here in December for all of the activity 
around special functions like returning to the sanctuary, Kids Club, 
The Artisan Holiday Market, the Judges’ Dual Celebration of Life 
and the Advent families lighting Candles. 
-All of the musicians and choirs who offered so many inspiring 
hymns for the holiday season. 
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T hanks a Heap! (continued) 
 
-The families who lit the advent candles each week. 
-All outgoing officers and the work they have done for several 
years, and especially Kim Gadaree for planning and working out 
the details for the 2023 budget. 
-Everyone who assisted with the Memorial service for Don and 
Shirley Judge, and also, the memorial reception for Tami Newman. 
-Church members who attended the Town Tree Lighting and 
came to Hewitt Hall for music and refreshments. And our new 
secret elf, Santa, who visited North Stonington children on 
December 4th. 
-The ladies and gents who helped women’s fellowship with the 
Artisan Holiday Fair; Pat Danley who did so much work and 
cleanup;  those who made greens baskets, pies, cookies, lunch, 
baked goods and gifts; and the people who shopped and 
purchased gifts and goodies. 
-The Women’s Fellowship for their nice pot luck party and gift 
exchange. 
-The families and CE teachers who help Kay Lautzenheiser with 
Kids Club every month, and for the families that attend. 
-The folks who are contributing snacks for coffee hour each week. 
-All the Kris Kringle people who cared to share gifts with others. 
-All of the families and volunteers attending the Living Nativity led 
by Kay Lautzenheiser and Michael Noonan. 
-The choirs on December 20th: Cherubs, Youth, Bells and Senior 
Choir; and our director, Michael Noonan. 
-Everyone who gave to our many Holiday offerings: The 
Christmas Fund, the gift cards and food for PNC, the Sanctuary 
Ceiling Fund, and poinsettias and garland for the sanctuary. 
-Every person who has kept up with pledge payments for 2022 
and all who have pledged or donated for 2023’s Stewardship 
Program, and the members who offered faith stories about 
generosity. 
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January Birthdays. . . 

1 Rev. Sue Latourette 
3 Jimmy Spavins 
4 David Lewis 
7 Sherri Boldt 
8 Quinn Burnside 

17 Jane (Janda) Rathbun 
21 Agnes Terrill 
24 Marlon Pucella-Loutrel 
27 Kathleen Bond, Alice Watrous 
29 Nancy Bulkeley 
31 Megan Huckle, Kris Serwinski 

 

 
 
 

. . .and Anniversaries 

 
8 Hilding and Gloria Carlson 

17 David and Jennifer Land 
22 Danny and Marty Booker 

 
 
 
If we have missed your special day(s) or if there are 
corrections to be made, please notify the church office 
at (860) 535-0379. 
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Worship Volunteers 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Watch 
1st    -  Join us for what has become “Story Sunday”   
Isaiah 63:7-9 and  Matthew 2:13-23.   Welcome in the New 
Year with worship.  Lay-led service while Sue is away.   
Senior Choir sings.   
 

8th   -  Communion Sunday.   “Blessed in Christ”   
John 1:9-18  and Ephesians 1:3-14.     He is in the 
world, he is in us.  It’s time to claim what we have been 
given.   
Senior Choir sings.     
 

 Ushers Deacon Altar Flowers Lay Reader Communion Comments 

1-Jan      No communion 
(will be offered 

on the 8th 
instead) 

8-Jan  Amy Foster     
Deacon’s  
meeting 

15-Jan Gretchen Noonan 
Kevin Noonan 

Anne 
Nelson 

   Cemetery 
Committee 
Meets After 

Worship 
 

Artisan Fair 1-4 
pm 

22-Jan Kris Serwinski 
Joe Serwinski 

 

Evelyn  
Bamford 

   Annual Meeting 
After Worship 

29-Jan Pat Turner 
Paul Ames 

Ron 
Robbins 
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15th   – “Come With Me, he said” -  John 1:29-42 and  
 1 Corinthians 1:1-9   Jesus helps us find what we need.   
Senior Choir and Handbell Choir.    Artisan Market 1-4 
pm 
  

22nd - “A Walk Along the Seashore” 
   Psalm 27 and Matthew 4:12-23.  Jesus calls his first 
disciples.  What does it mean to walk with him?  
Senior Choir sings.    
Annual Meeting at 11:30 in-person and via zoom. 
 

29th   “Another Way to Walk”   Micah 6:1-8 and  
Matthew 5:1-12.  Micah tells us what God requires and 
Jesus tells us who is blessed.  How are those who suffer 
blessed?.   
Senior Choir sings   
 
 

“As an Open and Affirming church:   We respect the worth and dignity of all 
persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, 
gender, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual identity.  
We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and 
accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.” 
 

January Mission Focus:  Church World Service Hygiene Kits 
 


