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From the Pastor’s Desk:

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual
fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
Practice hospitality.” Romans 12:9-13
“Be joyful in hope,” Paul says. Hope is part of the
resiliency of the human spirit. I hope these autumn days of
some sun, colorful landscape, and harvest have lifted your
spirits. I also hope you will choose to receive of the hospitality
that will be offered this month – events we have not been able
to do since 2019.
Come to the Thankful Dinner following worship on
November 14th. Kay and the Board of Christian Ed and
volunteers will be preparing this lovely meal so you can break
bread together, talk, and maybe most importantly, see each
other face to face. It is at the table where barriers are pushed
aside and common ground may be found.
Be a part of the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at 7
pm on November 23rd at First Baptist Church on Pendleton
Hill. It will be good to “gather together” with neighbors and
share of the bounty we have all received in our food or
monetary donations to Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center.
The Thanksgiving Pie Fest will take place November 2224. Maybe you are ordering pies for your holiday – or maybe
you’d like to learn how our valiant volunteers make them! At
the last Farmer’s Market I had one customer ask how the pies
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are made. We told him he could come help out and learn – and
he took us up on it! As the holiday gets closer, there a number
of small tasks that will be a big help, if you’d like to be a part of
our pie “hospitality” to our community.
Advent begins the last Sunday in November and we will
be dedicating the Advent painting donated in Ann Wohlleber’s
memory. Advent also begins the new church year. Advent is a
time to reflect, build on hope, and share meaningfully with one
another. If you have a friend or meet someone looking for a
place to worship this holiday season, extend an invitation.
With the days growing shorter and colder, we could all
use the warmth of fellowship and community. Come be a living
part of this journey we walk together in faith.
Also, mark your calendars for a 300th Anniversary Lunch and
Program: January 9, 2022, at 12 pm.
-Peace be with you, Sue
_____________________________________________________________

Happy Thanksgiving!
Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday celebrated in Canada, the
United States, some of the Caribbean islands, and Liberia. It began as a
day of giving thanks for the blessing of the harvest and of the preceding
year. Thanksgiving is celebrated on the second Monday of October in
Canada and on the fourth Thursday of November in the United States,
and around the same part of the year in other places. Although
Thanksgiving has historical roots in religious and cultural traditions, it
has long been celebrated as a secular holiday as well.
Prayers of thanks and special thanksgiving ceremonies are common
among almost all religions after harvests and at other times. The
Thanksgiving holiday's history in North America is rooted in English
traditions dating from the Protestant Reformation. It also has aspects of a
harvest festival, even though the harvest in New England occurs well
before the late-November date on which the modern Thanksgiving
holiday is celebrated.
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CHURCH-MADE PIES for Your Holiday!
Please order early in November
We will have the annual Pie Fest, BUT with protocols
to avoid COVID-19. You can order by phone or email,
then plan pick up here by appointment. Order Forms
can be completed by phone. Church phone: 535-0379.
North Stonington Congregational Church,
89 Main Street in the village of North
Stonington.
Church email is: NoStoUCC@comcast.com
Also, you can order and use this address to prepay:
https://ccns-fundraising.square.site/
Our Handmade pies are so good - There are many
varieties of church-made pies for your holiday feast,
and special orders can be arranged.
We have many fruit pies, Pumpkin, Tollhouse, Mince,
and Pecan. Large $16.00; Small $8.00. Some special
pies are $17.00.
Thanks from North Stonington Congregational
Church!
http://congregationalchurchofnorthstonington.org
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Holiday Food Drive Donation Requests
for the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center
27 Chase Street, Pawcatuck, CT 06379
-Instant Mashed Potatoes
-Stuffing Mix
-Gravy (canned or in envelopes)
-Rice
-Gravy
-Canned Corn
-Canned Peas
Pumpkin Pie Filling
-Cranberry Sauce
-Smaller Sized Turkeys (12-16 lb; please call PNC to confirm)
-PNC will also accept checks
Donations are gratefully accepted on any weekday
between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Donations are needed to NSCC by Wednesday, 11/17/2020 or to PNC
by Thursday, 11/18/2020 for Thanksgiving

Also needed during the Holidays, and all year, for our Food
Pantry:
-Canned Meat Soups
-Clam Chowder
-Chef Boyardee
-Baked Beans
-Canned Pineapple
-Elbow Macaroni
-Pasta Sauce
-Jelly and Jam
-Cereal
-Tuna Fish
-Canned white potatoes
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PNC Christmas Angels
Our Christmas Family Needs You to be an Angel!
Plan to volunteer in December to help shop for our PNC Christmas
family.
We will announce the list with a holiday tree and the types of gifts
and sizes needed.
This is a way to share the love of Jesus with our family at the
Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center.
Thanks for your help.
______________________________________________________

Jammie Grammie

Collection starts now thru November 28th
Help us fill the Basket
All Children’s Sizes of New Pajamas

First Baptist Church will
collect our box on November 28th
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2021 & 2022 MONTHLY MISSION PROJECTS
November

-Provide for the PNC Thanksgiving Baskets
-Christmas ANGEL Program for PNC
(adopt a Family)

December

-UCC Christmas Fund

January

-World Vision Hope Child, PROMOTION
& Sign Ups
-Begin collecting articles for CWS Hygiene
Kits
-Habitat Sunday and Collection

February

-Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center (PNC)
Fuel Fund
-Kick off for Hygiene Kits for CWS

March

-UCC One Great Hour collection

April

-Care & Share, Part of Mystic Area
Ecumenical Council

May

-Church World Service (CWS) Blanket
project

June

-Tools of Hope project for CWS
-Hunger Awareness Month at PNC

July & August

-Continue PNC

September

-Promote & participate in the Alzheimer’s
Walk

October

-UCC Neighbors in Need collection
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Stewardship Corner

Stewardship Corner for November
Two words: Connections and Abundance
We are connecting with you for our Fall Stewardship
Program, about plans and goals, and with celebration
of our 300th year of serving God and community. As we
celebrate our church’s anniversary, we have an
opportunity to recognize and give thanks for the roots
of our Christian heritage.
Truly, we are “Rooted in Love.”
Through the years we have received an abundance of
love from those who have come before, and we our
thankful for the ways in which you, too, have helped.
Together in good faith we give thanks for our past and
we choose to give generously in return.
Through our faith connections we are practicing our
faith lessons through Inspirational music, Exciting
new outreach to our youth and children, Sharing
fellowship and goodwill and Building new
opportunities for all of our members and friends and
presently, we are moving forward with our new
Memorial Garden.
God teaches us to give not only out of our abundance,
but also to give by tithing: 10% to church and charity.
May we all try to reach a new goal by pledging a little
more this year.
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect
gift is from above. -James 1:17
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WHAT MATTERS is 400 Years of Truth & Healing
for our Country’s Native People
Together, last year, our conference participated in a special project
and seminar: Two interfaith associations in Western
Massachusetts, in close collaboration with key area indigenous
leaders and The Nolumbeka Project, a Greenfield-based nonprofit
devoted to education, cultural preservation, and reconciliation with
native peoples of the Northeast came together. Rev. Kelly
Gallagher of our Southern New England Conference, United
Church of Christ was a participant.
Many other community and faith groups have been partnering in
this project to recognize the past, be responsible in the present, and
create hope for a future – A future of truth and healing. Some area
tribes were participants:
Mashpee Wampanoag of Massachusetts
Iñupiaq-Athabascan Western Mass.
Nulhegan Abenaki
Nehantic and Nipmuc tribes of Connecticut
Oneida of New York
Areas of concern we should know about, pray for and consider as
we look to justice - a way to change lives: ownership of lands,
rights to education, healthcare and voting, agricultural and
vocational improvement, and a day for awareness of issues.
President Biden proclaimed that on every year, the second
Monday of October shall be known as Indigenous Peoples Day; it
will forever coincide with Columbus Day. That is good, because
we should look to the good that ALL people have done and to a
future of healing and truth.
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Historical Perspectives: Governance by Mobby Larson
Did you know that the Congregational Church was the
established, official church of Connecticut in colonial days? There
was no separation of church and state then. Congregationalists
were descended from the Puritans in Massachusetts and were
just as controlling as their forebearers in all matters of
governance and daily life.
The General Assembly had to approve authorization of any
church, as we saw in the historical beginnings of our own church.
All residents were expected to pay taxes to their local
Congregational Church, whether or not they worshiped there. In
1727, however, the General Assembly passed a law exempting
members of the Anglican Church and allowed them to pay the
taxes to their local minister.
The churches provided not only opportunities for worship, but
also oversaw the local schools until 1795. In the Connecticut
Constitution of 1818, the Congregational Church was finally
disestablished, almost 20 years after the United States
Constitution banned Congress from making any law respecting an
establishment of religion.
The business aspects of the churches were usually separated from
worship and covenantal fellowship. Religious, or Ecclesiastical
Societies bought and owned property and handled the money.
Pastors and Deacons provided worship and caring oversight. Each
congregation was autonomous, deciding how they would worship,
baptize, and fellowship, as well as provide for the monetary
concerns. Each congregation would claim its own creeds and
sacraments.

9

In 1905 our own Ecclesiastical Society dissolved after the Church
became incorporated on its own. All properties were then
transferred to the Church. And in 1905 the Church finally
published a Manual which had been several years in discussion.
The first section of the Manual was an “Historical Sketch” of the
North Stonington Society from its incorporation by the General
Assembly of Connecticut, through the town’s incorporation in
1808, listing of all the ministers, and describing all the buildings up
until 1905.
The second section was the Creed of 1833, which had been
adopted earlier. Much longer than the Apostles’ Creed (which
was also in use), this creed had twelve articles speaking very
specifically to formal and traditional religious beliefs.
The third section prescribed the ritual by which new members
were received into covenant and fellowship.
The fourth section was titled “Ecclesiastical Principles and Rules”
and was composed of seventeen articles describing how to run
the business of the congregation.
The Manual concluded with a reprint of the Digest of Laws of
State of Connecticut in Relation to Religious Societies. This was a
summary of laws describing how a Society could transfer property
to a Church.
The best description of church standing and governance was
stated in Article I of the Ecclesiastical Principles and Rules section:
This Church is an independent ecclesiastical body. In matters of
order, doctrine, and discipline, it is amenable to no other
organization; but will receive from and extend to other evangelical
churches fellowship, counsel, and assistance.
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Christmas Bazaar

Congregational Church of North Stonington
89 Main Street
North Stonington CT 06359

Saturday, December 11th
9 am – 2 pm
Snow Date: December 18th

Luncheon: 11:30 am till 1:30 pm
What you should know:
 There will be a luncheon
 We will sell gifts, greens and baked goods
 Cookies, jams and jellies and MORE
 There will NOT be a Grandma’s Attic
Much of the planning is still underway – we need YOU
To volunteer, call: Julie Evans, 860-889-1636
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Our Handmade Pies are so good! Pick one
(or more) up at the NSCC Bazaar!
Apple, Blueberry, Cherry, Mixed Berry, Peach, Peach
Blueberry, Peach Raspberry,
Strawberry Rhubarb, Rhubarb, & Tollhouse
All the above varieties will be available for sale at the
NSCC Bazaar on December 11th
(snow date: December 18th)
Large Pies, $16
Small Pies, $8
Offered by the NSCC
For Orders or info: Call 860-889-1636
Email: NoStoUCC@comcast.net
_________________________________________________
Next month is Pastor Appreciation Month;
A good time to contribute to The Christmas Fund—
a special offering of the UCC.
YOU Make a Difference! The
Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the
Cross and the Emergency Fund is a
Special Mission Offering of the United
Church of Christ that grants us an
opportunity to recognize and honor
those who have served and continue to
serve in lay and authorized ministries of
the United Church of Christ. One of the unique aspects of the Christmas
Fund is that the funds provide direct financial assistance to individual
UCC clergy and lay church employees – the funds do not support
programs or institutions, but people. The Missions Committee is asking
you to be as generous as possible and to give to the Christmas Fund in
December. Please send a contribution marked “UCC Christmas Fund.”
Each individual gift does make a difference. Thank You!
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The TEN COMMANDMENTS of the Annual
Christmas BAZAAR
1. Thou shall honor all of the tired old ladies who refuse to
sell junk, and remember that there is NO Grandma’s Attic.
2. Thou shall plan to come for set up and clean up.
3. Thou shall plan to volunteer and help with one or all facets
of the Bazaar – like the luncheon or a booth.
4. Thou shall sign up for baking pies and/or cookies in the
kitchen on the week before the Bazaar.
5. Thou shall plan to help with the luncheon – before, during
or after.
6. Thou shall make crafts and gifts to sell.
7. Thou shall make baked goods and desserts.
8. Thou shall collect greens and baskets.
9. Thou shall come to help make the greens baskets.
& 10. ……..
Thou shall not state that you are too old,
too young, too tired, or too busy to help.
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T hanks a Heap!
Thanks to…
-Kay Lautzenheiser for her Sunday School program
every week in-person and video, and special thanks to all
the people who assist her with planning and production.
It is a celebration that so many families have church
school in their homes; thanks to them for tuning in.
-Paul Ames, who assisted Brian Hager in hard-wiring the
basement computer for Kay’s zoom sessions.
-Kim Gadaree, for doing a marvelous job with the
budget!
-All the dedication of volunteers who make, bake pies,
and take pies to the Market.
-Dave McCord for volunteering to try to do the plowing
of our Church parking lot this winter season.
-Brian Hager who helps everywhere, when and how he
can.
-Michael Noonan and the choirs who have resumed
rehearsals with Sr. Choir on Tuesdays at 7 pm, Youth
Choir on Thursdays at 6 pm, and Handbell Choir on
Thursdays with set up at 7:15 pm and rehearsal at 7:30
pm.
-Michelle Macina, who played flute for the Senior Choir
anthem on October 17th.
-Guest organist Douglas Green of Norwich, who
provided beautiful music for worship on October 10th.
-Everyone who brought saleable items and worked at our
last tag sale.

T hanks a Heap! (continued)
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-Pastor Sue, Kay Lautzenheiser, and the Weicksel Family
who participated in the Blessing of the Animals.
-All who attended the October Church Meeting.
-Everyone who shared with donations for the mission
activities this month: Alzheimers, Neighbors in Need and
the Church World Service CROP Walk.
-Helen Evans, who walked 6 miles for HUNGER at the
Mystic CROP HUNGER WALK.
-All who collected school supplies for school kits; we
sent off 40 school bags full.
-Rev. Mobby Larson for more historical reporting on the
church buildings in October’s Chimes News.
-Everyone who keeps informed by reading the Village
Chimes, or checking it out online or on the web page.
-Pastor Sue Latourette for restarting the Study Group.

Fun fact: Charles Schultz, the creator of Peanuts©, was born on November 26th.
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November Birthdays…
4
7
8
9
10
11
16
17
19
22
23
26
29

Kathi Thaxton
Richard Evans
Jade Aiken, Thurlow Coats, and Susan
Thaxton
Hannah Wunschel
Elizabeth Coats, Jill Davis
Evelyn Bamford, Ben Pearson, and
Debbie Young
Julie Armstrong
Sara Loutrel
Steve Gadaree
Victoria Sawyer
Katherine Janda, Blake Melia
Annie Boldt
Nancy Slimak

. . .and Anniversaries
2
5
9

Dennis and Mary Bliven
Paul and Heather Ames
Bruce and Bev Sawyer

If we have missed your special day(s) or if there are
corrections to be made, please notify the church office at
(860) 535-0379.
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Worship Watch - November 2021
Congregational Church of North Stonington
Worship and Church School at 10 a.m. Sundays,
streaming online. Zoom-accessible church school.
Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9 to 1.
7th - Communion Sunday – “The Mite is Mighty”
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 and Mark 12:38-44. Ruth makes a
choice for life; Jesus tells the story of the widow who gives 2
coins.

Senior Choir sings.
14th - “Tuning Out” – Mark 13:1-8 and Hebrews 10:15-25.
Jesus warns caution against deceivers; we are encouraged to
persevere in Hebrews.

Senior Choir sings. Thankful Dinner - 11-ish.
21st – “Sighing in Relief” - Joel 2:21-27 & Matthew
6:24-34 Life is hard…always has been, and stress is messing
with our resilience. God never leaves us to walk it alone.
Senior Choir and Handbell Choir
23rd = 7 pm Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service. We
will be hosted by First Baptist Church. Readings, music,
sermon by Pastor Tom Vance. Donations of
nonperishables and money to PNC.
28th - Advent Begins. Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke
21:25-36 The texts speak of signs and prophecies, urging
us to always be aware. Dedication of Advent painting
commissioned in honor of Ann Wohlleber. Senior Choir
“As an Open and Affirming church:
We respect the worth and dignity of all persons
who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender,
economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual identity. We
promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept
differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”
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